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The Timeshare Owner's
Legal Rights Checklist

11 Protections You Already Have
But Were Never Told About

You signed a contract. You've been paying for years. Maybe you feel stuck - like there's no way

out, no recourse, and no one on your side.

What the resort industry doesn't want you to know is that the law already

provides you with significant protections.

This checklist outlines 11 legal rights that apply to timeshare owners across the United States. Use this
document to understand your position, identify what may have gone wrong during your purchase, and

determine whether independent legal review makes sense for your situation.

HOW TO USE THIS CHECKLIST

Read each right carefully. Check the box if it applies to your situation. The more boxes you check, the

stronger your position for an independent review. Bring this checklist when you consult a timeshare exit
attorney.
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Why This Checklist Exists

You Have More Power Than You Were Led to Believe

The timeshare industry is a multi-billion dollar business built on a very specific information gap: what
you know versus what the resort's sales team knows. During a carefully engineered presentation
lasting several hours, decisions worth tens of thousands of dollars are made in an environment
designed to minimize your ability to think clearly, consult others, or read the fine print.

What many owners discover - often years later - is that the law was always on their side in ways they
were never told. Consumer protection statutes, state timeshare acts, elder law protections, and basic
contract law principles all create rights that exist independent of what your contract says. A contract
cannot override the law.

This checklist is organized around 11 of the most significant rights timeshare owners hold. For each
right, you will find a plain-language explanation and a checkbox to mark whether it applies to your
experience. By the end, you will have a clearer picture of your legal position.

You are not alone. Millions of American families are in the same situation. The question is not
whether you have rights - you do. The question is which ones apply to you, and what to do next.

By the Numbers

* 9.9 million U.S. households own at least one timeshare

¢ Average annual maintenance fee: over $1,100 - and rising every year
¢ 85%+ of timeshare owners report wishing they had never purchased

e 38 states have enacted specific elder financial protection statutes
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01. Right to Rescind

Your Cooling-Off Period (3-15 Days Depending on State)

[0 Right #1: Right to Rescind - CHECK IF THIS APPLIES TO YOU

In every U.S. state, timeshare buyers have a legally guaranteed rescission window after signing a
contract - a period during which you can cancel the purchase for any reason, no questions asked.
This period ranges from 3 days in some states to as many as 15 days in others. Developers are
required by law to inform you of this right in writing at the time of purchase.

If you were pressured to sign during or immediately after the presentation, this window was your
first lifeline. In many cases, buyers were never clearly told about it, or were actively discouraged
from using it. That failure to disclose may itself be a violation of state timeshare laws.

Even if your rescission window has long passed, knowing it existed - and knowing whether it was
properly disclosed to you - can be critical evidence if you pursue cancellation. Document everything
you remember about how the signing process was handled.

Does Right #1 apply to you?

Check the box above. A free review at ExitMyContract.com can clarify your options.
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02. Right to Full Disclosure

Developers Must Reveal All Fees Before You Sign

[0 Right #2: Right to Full Disclosure - CHECK IF THIS APPLIES TO YOU

State timeshare statutes require developers to provide a Public Offering Statement or equivalent
disclosure document before any contract is signed. This document must include the full schedule of
maintenance fees, special assessments, transfer restrictions, and any limitations on resale. If you did
not receive this document - or it was handed to you as an afterthought at signing - that is a legal
problem for the seller, not you.

The right to full disclosure is not just a formality. It is a consumer protection law designed to prevent
exactly the kind of information asymmetry that timeshare sales presentations exploit. When material
facts are omitted or buried in fine print during a high-pressure sales environment, many states treat
that as constructive fraud.

If you believe key information was withheld or misrepresented in your disclosure documents, this
forms one of the most actionable grounds for pursuing contract cancellation. An independent
attorney who specializes in timeshare law can review your documents and identify what was
missing.

Does Right #2 apply to you?

Check the box above. A free review at ExitMyContract.com can clarify your options.
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03. Right to Cancel for Misrepresentation

Verbal Promises Not in the Contract May Be Grounds for Cancellation

O Right #3: Right to Cancel for Misrepresentation - CHECK IF THIS APPLIES TO YOU

Were you told you could easily rent out your unit for income? That the points would cover luxury
travel anywhere in the world? That values would appreciate over time? If those promises were made
verbally but do not appear in your written contract, you may have grounds for cancellation based on
misrepresentation or fraudulent inducement.

The legal standard is whether you relied on those representations when making your purchase
decision. Courts have found that when a sales agent makes specific, material claims that turn out to
be false or misleading - and those claims influenced your decision - the resulting contract may be
voidable. This is true even if the contract contains a clause stating verbal representations do not
count.

The key is documentation. Write down every promise you were made, as specifically as you can
recall. Names, dates, and exact wording all matter. This information is exactly what an exit attorney
will ask for when evaluating whether misrepresentation applies to your situation.

Does Right #3 apply to you?

Check the box above. A free review at ExitMyContract.com can clarify your options.
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04. Right to Contest Perpetuity Clauses

Your Heirs Are NOT Automatically Bound in All States

0 Right #4: Right to Contest Perpetuity Clauses - CHECK IF THIS APPLIES TO YOU

Many timeshare contracts contain language that binds the agreement 'in perpetuity' or 'for the
lifetime of the owner and their heirs.' This language is designed to create the impression that
ownership - and the maintenance fees that come with it - can never end and will automatically
transfer to your children or estate.

This is not universally true. Several states have enacted laws limiting the enforceability of perpetuity
clauses or requiring explicit written consent from heirs before transfer. Even in states without such
laws, estates can sometimes disclaim an inherited timeshare interest. The legal landscape here is
evolving, and resort contracts written years ago may not hold up under current statutes.

If you are concerned about leaving a financial burden to your family, this right deserves serious
attention. An independent attorney can review your specific state's inheritance laws and the exact
language in your contract to determine whether perpetuity is truly enforceable in your case.

Does Right #4 apply to you?

Check the box above. A free review at ExitMyContract.com can clarify your options.
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05. Right to Fair Assessment of Maintenance Fees

Fees Must Be Justified - You Can Request Audited Financials

O Right #5: Right to Fair Assessment of Maintenance Fees - CHECK IF THIS APPLIES TO
YOU

Maintenance fees are not arbitrary. Under most state timeshare acts, the homeowners' association
or resort management company is required to maintain proper financial records and - in many cases
- make those records available to owners upon request. If your fees have increased dramatically with
no corresponding explanation, you have the right to understand why.

Some states require annual budgets to be distributed to all owners, and several mandate
independent audits. If your resort is not complying with these requirements, that is a violation of
your rights as an owner. You are also within your rights to attend HOA meetings, vote on
assessments, and challenge fee increases that appear to lack justification.

Documenting a pattern of unjustified fee increases is also useful context when pursuing an exit. It
demonstrates a pattern of conduct by the resort that works against the reasonable expectations you
had at the time of purchase.

Does Right #5 apply to you?

Check the box above. A free review at ExitMyContract.com can clarify your options.

ExitMyContract.com | Know Your Rights




06. Right to Use What You Paid For

Removed or Degraded Amenities May Constitute Breach of Contract

[0 Right #6: Right to Use What You Paid For - CHECK IF THIS APPLIES TO YOU

When you signed your timeshare contract, you were purchasing access to specific amenities,
accommodations, and services. If the resort has since removed those amenities, allowed facilities to
deteriorate significantly, or materially changed the nature of what was promised, you may have a
claim for breach of contract.

This right is stronger when the original sales presentation explicitly featured specific amenities -
pools, restaurants, golf courses, concierge services - as selling points. If those have been eliminated
or are no longer functional, the product you are paying maintenance fees for is not the product you
were sold. That gap is legally meaningful.

Gathering evidence of the current state of the property compared to what was marketed to you at
the time of purchase is a useful exercise. Sales brochures, website screenshots from that period, and
even your own notes from the presentation can all serve as evidence if this right becomes a basis for
pursuing exit.

Does Right #6 apply to you?

Check the box above. A free review at ExitMyContract.com can clarify your options.
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07. Right to Resell

Clauses That Block ALL Resale May Be Unenforceable

[0 Right #7: Right to Resell - CHECK IF THIS APPLIES TO YOU

While timeshare contracts commonly include right-of-first-refusal clauses or transfer restrictions, a
provision that completely prohibits any resale of your ownership interest may not be legally
enforceable. Courts in several jurisdictions have found that restraints on alienation - the legal
concept behind your right to transfer property - must be reasonable to be valid.

What this means practically: even if your contract says you cannot sell without the resort's approval,
that approval cannot be withheld indefinitely or unreasonably. If you have attempted to resell and
been blocked without justification, that may constitute an independent legal claim worth exploring.

Note that the secondary market for timeshares is extremely thin and prices are often far below what
was paid at purchase. This right is more useful as a legal argument against contract enforcement
than as a practical path to profit. An attorney can help you understand how resale rights and transfer
restrictions interact in your specific contract.

Does Right #7 apply to you?

Check the box above. A free review at ExitMyContract.com can clarify your options.
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08. Right to Legal Representation During Purchase

If They Discouraged a Lawyer Review, That Is Significant

O Right #8: Right to Legal Representation During Purchase - CHECK IF THIS APPLIES TO
YOU

You had the right to have an independent attorney review any timeshare contract before signing -
just as you would with any major real estate transaction. If the sales team rushed you through
signing, created urgency ('this offer is only good today'), or actively discouraged you from seeking
independent legal advice, that conduct is relevant to any future legal challenge.

High-pressure tactics designed to prevent you from exercising your right to independent review are
documented by consumer protection agencies as common timeshare sales abuses. In some states,
these tactics can independently invalidate a contract or shift the burden onto the seller to prove you
were given adequate opportunity to review.

If you remember the sales experience as rushed or pressured - particularly around the signing
moment - document those details now. The environment in which a contract is signed matters to
courts evaluating claims of coercion, duress, or fraud.

Does Right #8 apply to you?

Check the box above. A free review at ExitMyContract.com can clarify your options.
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09. Right to Sue for Elder Financial Abuse

High-Pressure Sales Targeting Seniors Carry Special Protections in 38 States

O Right #9: Right to Sue for Elder Financial Abuse - CHECK IF THIS APPLIES TO YOU

If you were 65 or older at the time of your timeshare purchase, you may have access to enhanced
legal protections under elder financial abuse statutes. At least 38 states have enacted laws that
provide additional remedies - including enhanced damages and attorney fee recovery - when seniors
are subjected to financial exploitation or high-pressure sales tactics.

These laws exist precisely because research shows older adults are disproportionately targeted by
aggressive sales environments. Timeshare presentations, with their all-day commitment, free-gift
hooks, and high-pressure closing techniques, fit the profile of tactics these statutes were designed to
address.

If this applies to you or a family member, it is one of the most powerful protections available. An
attorney specializing in elder law or consumer protection can evaluate whether the circumstances of
your purchase qualify. This is not about age - it is about accountability for predatory sales practices.

Does Right #9 apply to you?

Check the box above. A free review at ExitMyContract.com can clarify your options.
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10. Right to File Consumer Protection Complaints

FTC, State Attorney General, and Other Agencies Can Help

0 Right #10: Right to File Consumer Protection Complaints - CHECK IF THIS APPLIES TO
YOU

You have the right to file complaints with multiple government agencies regarding your timeshare
experience. The Federal Trade Commission accepts complaints about deceptive business practices
at ftc.gov/complaint. Your state Attorney General's Consumer Protection Division handles state-level
violations. The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau covers financing-related issues. None of these
cost anything to file.

These complaints serve two important purposes. First, they create an official record. If you later
pursue legal action, documented government complaints strengthen your position and establish a
timeline. Second, enough complaints about a specific resort or developer can trigger regulatory
investigations that benefit all affected owners.

The Better Business Bureau complaint process, while not a government agency, also creates a public
record that can affect a resort's reputation and sometimes prompts resolution. Filing complaints is
not a guarantee of outcome, but it is a no-cost step that preserves your rights and contributes to
broader accountability.

Does Right #10 apply to you?

Check the box above. A free review at ExitMyContract.com can clarify your options.
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11. Right to an Independent Contract Review

YOUR Lawyer Can Review Your Contract for Exit Options at Any Time

0 Right #11: Right to an Independent Contract Review - CHECK IF THIS APPLIES TO YOU

Regardless of how long ago you purchased, regardless of what your contract says about finality or
perpetuity, you have the right to have any licensed attorney review your timeshare contract. The
resort has no authority to prevent you from seeking independent legal advice about a contract you
signed.

A qualified timeshare exit attorney will review your contract language, the circumstances of your
purchase, your state's consumer protection laws, and any communications with the resort to identify
every available legal basis for exit. This review is not a commitment to litigation - it is an informed
assessment of your options.

Many people remain trapped in timeshare contracts for years simply because they were told there
was no way out. That is not always true. The law provides more exit pathways than the resort
industry would like you to know about. The first step is understanding what applies to your specific

situation.

Does Right #11 apply to you?

Check the box above. A free review at ExitMyContract.com can clarify your options.
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How Many of These Rights Apply to Your Situation?

Your Next Step Is Simpler Than You Think

If you checked even ONE box in this checklist, you have a legal right worth exploring. If you checked
three or more, the odds are significant that an independent attorney can identify real options for

exiting your timeshare contract.

1-2 boxes checked
Some potential grounds. A brief consultation will clarify your position.

3-5 boxes checked
Multiple protection avenues. A legal review is strongly recommended.

6+ boxes checked
Strong legal foundation. You likely have more exit options than you realize.

Get a Free Independent Review of Your Contract

ExitMyContract.com connects timeshare owners with licensed attorneys who specialize in contract
cancellation and consumer protection law. No upfront fees for the review. You will receive an honest
assessment of your options - not a sales pitch.

Visit ExitMyContract.com Today

O No obligation - a review does not commit you to anything
[0 Confidential - your information is never shared with the resort
O Qualified attorneys only - licensed, experienced in timeshare law

[0 Honest assessment - if there are no good options, we will tell you
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